
USING YOUR SPACE  
A good presenter moves about from time to time to “use the space” and convey certain 
(non-verbal) messages to the audiences.  

 

 

USING SPACE 

When making an oral presentation, you do not have to stay rooted to the same spot 
throughout your presentation. You can move to other positions, and in fact good presenters 
make use of their space in order to convey certain messages.  

As with hand gestures, however, you do not want to wander about aimlessly all the time as 
this will send the wrong message and distract the audience. Instead, you need to move to 
certain positions at certain times in order to convey clear and unambiguous messages. Let’s 
use the game of baseball as an analogy. 

BASEBALL ANALOGY 

In baseball there are four bases: home, first, second and third. You start at home base and 
then move out to the other bases when you make a hit. When giving an oral presentation, 
you start at home base and then move out to the other bases as and when needed. Unlike 
baseball however you do not have to move to the other bases in order.  

The diagram below shows a presenter in situ and suggest four bases that might be used 
during the presentation. The presenter starts at home base and in fact will probably spend 
most of their time there. At key points, however, the presenter can move out to one of the 
other bases in order to convey certain messages to the audience.  

 

 



A move to first base might signal “a more intimate relationship with the audience” perhaps 
when the presenter is asking questions. Or it might be used to create impact when a key 
point is being made. 

A move to second base for example might signal to the audience that it is time to “adjust 
the slides” or that some “technical issue has arisen”. It also conveniently gives the presenter 
access to the computing console.  

Third base (facing towards the slides) can signal “we need to pay attention to the screen” 
such as when a video is being played or the speaker is highlighting a point in the slides.  

Unlike baseball, it is not necessary for a presenter to move to the bases in sequence. For 
example, a speaker may move out to base 2 and then back to home bases. Then they may 
move to base 3 and then back to home base. The normal pattern is to start at home base, 
move out to a base and then back to home base. Most of the time in fact will be spent at 
home base. When moving to a base, the presenter should move confidently and then plant 
themselves at the base; they should not wander back and forth between bases.  

A good presenter needs to avoid moving too much. Too many moves to the bases can be 
distracting. It is best to restrict the number of moves so that when a move does occur it 
provides a clearer signal to the audience of its intention. 
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